
Kubus English 3 (Summer), Poetry Presentation Guidelines and Schedule 
 

PREAMBLE: This assignment gives you the opportunity to show off your teaching skills, 

presenting your ideas about your assigned selection and leading a class discussion. Make this 
your best work yet!  
 

“Poetry is a sword of lightning, ever unsheathed, which 
consumes the scabbard that would contain it.”  

 
This, Shelley’s famous metaphor for poetry, should be the underlying theme of these 
presentations – something to which you’ll refer back. Always be asking yourself, “How is the 
poem on which I am presenting a ‘sword of lightning?’” 
 
To help you better understand the metaphor, I include an explication from a former student, 
the once and future king of decompressing figures of speech: “Shelley’s metaphor is a fresh 
log thrown on a dying fire. It kindles an inferno of thought. It provokes the reader. It grabs the reader’s attention and never loosens 
its grip. Shelley does not tell the reader what poetry is like, but rather what poetry is… A poem is a “sword of lightning,” impressing 
upon the reader how electric poetry is. Swords are wielded to stab, to cut, to kill. But this sword is made of lightning: the very symbol 
of nature’s powerful wrath. Poetry influences people as strongly as the destructive power of a fantastical lightning sword.”  
 

THE GENERAL SPECIFICS: 
 
When?      Wednesday, June 24 and Thursday, June 25 

       
What?        A 45-minute presentation on one of the topics below. 

 
Why?         It’s a major grade of this semester! But more importantly, it’s great experience for next year and beyond. 

 
How? Don’t let the presentation model fool you into lethargic complacency. I expect us all to be fully engaged with each 
presentation and to treat each class as we normally do —that is, to come having read and thought about the material, ready to offer 
informed and incisive remarks on it. There’s a golden rule quality here. Be the student you’d like to see during your presentation.  

 
Choose one of the following topics, neatly packaged with poems you might cover: 
 

 
Spenser’s “The Faerie Queene” 
 Book1, Canto 9, lines 289-423 

 
Keats’ Odes 
 “To Autumn” 
 “Ode on Melancholy” 
 “Ode to a Nightingale” 
 

 
English Renaissance Poetry: The Sonnets of Shakespeare and Sidney 
 “Loving in truth, and fain in verse my love to show” 
 “Desire, though thou my old companion art” 

“They that have power to hurt and will do none” 
“When my love swears that she is made of truth” 

 

 
Tennyson, Browning, Arnold 
 “Ulysses” 
 “My Last Duchess” 
 “Dover Beach” 

 
Wordsworth and Coleridge 
 “We are seven” 
 “I wandered lonely as a cloud” 

“The world is too much with us” 
“The Eolian Harp” 

 “To William Wordsworth” 
 

 
T.S. Eliot’s “The Waste Land” 

 



Kubus English 3 (Summer), Poetry Presentation Guidelines and Schedule 

 
EXPECTATIONS: 
 
Your presentation will give the necessary background and context that students will need to have a basic understanding of your 
poem. Assume your audience has read the poem, but may not be as informed as you are about the poet’s life and times. It’s up to 
you to fill us in before jumping into the poems in class. 
 
Background about the poem/poetry of the era: Was it written in response to anything in particular, that you could find out? When 
was it written—or first published? Information about the author: Don’t include the author’s whole biography, but do tell us what 
country they’re from, when they lived, and if there is anything in particular they’re known for. What are some of the tenets of this 
particular genre of poetry? 
 
Read the poem(s)/selections aloud: Poetry is an aural art; get them vocalized! Choose somebody in your group with the best feel for 
the rhythms and cadences of the poem to read it aloud… or find a professional reading. Here’s a link to Brian Cranston reading 
Shelley’s “Ozymandias.” It’s awesome! 
 
Ideas and interpretations: The bulk of your presentation time will be devoted to this. Give us ideas about how to interpret the 
confusing parts of the poem. Help us understand what the poem does and says. Let us know if there are any literary or historical 
allusions we need to know to understand the poem. Help us find ways to appreciate both the meaning and the art of the poem. To 
that end, walk us through the text like we do in class. What makes the passage important or worth closer examination?   
 
Formal features: Discuss some of the formal features of the poem. If you’re doing a sonnet, for instance, you’ll want to explain a 
little bit about what makes a sonnet a sonnet? Where do you find a figure of speech? Is the poem alliterative for a specific effect?  
 
A visual element: You can create a presentation on PowerPoint of Prezi or the like, show images from various websites, or make a 
poster. Your visual presentation is just a part of your entire presentation.  Ask yourselves what you want the visual presentation to 
accomplish. It should be considered just an aid. 
 
Respond to the following: How is this poem a sword of lightning…?  
 
Discussion: Provide a discussion question or two. These links provide some examples and instruction, though they’re not meant to 
be read all the way through: Sample questions. A guide for writing a strong discussion question. Learn about shared inquiry. Don’t be 
afraid to ask questions you don’t know the answers to, questions that matter but that are ambiguous or complex. Often, those are 
the most interesting questions. By the end of the class, you should have guided us to a rich and meaningful understanding of your 
poet/poems. 
 
Organization: I expect your presentations to be shockingly organized. I dread those last-minute whispers between students just 
before the presentation begins, doling out assignments willy-nilly. Be over prepared in terms of your organization. Having said that, 
be willing to adapt if students take the presentation in a different direction. Flexibility is key when you’re teaching. I do suggest you 
don’t divide the presentation in obvious ways (one poem per student); try your best to all be working on the one poem together. 
Use my lesson on Gerard Manley Hopkins as a model. 
 
Make an argument or two.  Push yourself to have something interesting to say about the text.  Be engaged you’re your poet’s 
words.  This is good stuff.  I’m looking for commentary (an educated interpretation), not merely a summary.  You should allow us 
to enter into dialogue and discussion.  I will, of course, give my two cents at the end of your presentation, adding anything that I 
think you left out and probing you with some questions; the less I speak, the better your grade.  Impress me.  Impress your peers.  

 
Above all, don’t be boring. 

 
DO NO GOOGLING. 

 
NB: I EXPECT ALL STUDENTS TO COME TO CLASS HAVING READ THE POEMS FOR THAT DAY. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3dpghfRBHE&safe=active
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T3dpghfRBHE&safe=active
http://www.nationalgreatbooks.com/pdf/GBFStudyQuestions-2.pdf
http://www.arts.cornell.edu/knight_institute/publicationsprizes/Facilitating_Discussion06.pdf
http://www.greatbooks.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/Shared-Inquiry-Handbook.pdf

